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Recognize This? Behind this password wall is a wealth of 
materials you can assign as part of a 
zero-textbook-cost (ZTC) course. 

But the materials aren’t zero-cost all at! 
CUNY libraries pay huge amounts of 
money (mostly from taxes and student fees) 
for access to these resources.* Access ends 
as soon as a student’s CUNY affiliation 
ends.

*Of course, there are many, many materials 
that CUNY libraries don’t provide access 
to…because we can’t afford to.



And These?
$20 to $60 
per article
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How to Break the Cycle?

Open Access*

*but not just any kind of open access: 
community-owned, scholar-led, values-driven 

open access that doesn’t concentrate power in the 
hands of the same old high-profit, exploitative publishers.



Which “Open” Is Which?

open educational resources (OER)
textbooks and other course materials

open access (OA)
scholarly literature ( journal articles, books, etc.)

In some cases, OA scholarly literature can serve as course materials. 
(In some cases, this wouldn’t work well.)

There are other also types of “open”: 
open source (software), open data (data), open peer review (non-anonymous review), etc. 



What Is Open Access? Definitional Debate! 

Public Access 
cost-free, legal online availability

(i.e., not on a pirate site)

...or...

Public Access + Open License
public access + permission for all to reproduce, 

make derivative works, distribute, display, perform, etc. 
(This permission is often in the form of a Creative Commons license.)



2 ½ Kinds of Open Access: #1

“Born” Open Access Journals

Journals that automatically and immediately make 
their articles available online, with no costs for readers.

Many OA journals have author-facing fees. Many don’t. (Stay tuned.)



2 ½ Kinds of Open Access: #1

Discover Open Access Journals

Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ)
doaj.org 

Browse or search across 22,000+ OA journals, 
all vetted for transparency and good practices.

https://doaj.org/


2 ½ Kinds of Open Access: #1

Lots of Open Access Books Too!

Directory of Open Access Books (DOAB)
doabooks.org 

Browse or search across 100,000+ OA scholarly books.

https://www.doabooks.org/


2 ½ Kinds of Open Access: #2

Journals that Let Authors Share

Journals that allow authors to post (“self-archive”) 
their articles publicly in online repositories.



2 ½ Kinds of Open Access: #2 ½ 

Hybrid Journals

Subscription-based journals that will make an individual article 
OA if the author (or their institution) pays a fee. (Stay tuned.)

These are not OA journals, but some articles in them are OA.



A Short Detour about Author-Facing Fees…



Author Fees?! That Sounds Sketchy!

Fees actually aren’t red flags in and of themselves. 

Many journals, including many high-quality journals, charge author-facing fees.

Some, but certainly not all, OA journals have “article processing charges” (APCs).
(63% of journals currently listed in DOAJ do not charge APCs!)

Some subscription-based journals also charge page fees, illustration fees, etc.

Keep in mind: Publishing isn’t cost-free, but there are other funding models!



Author Fees: Just Moving the Paywall

APC-driven OA locks out authors instead of readers. 

Ideally, APCs and other fees are not paid from authors’ own pockets: Some 
institutions pay fees for their employees (also a problematic model…). Grants can 
be used to pay fees. Some journals waive fees for those who cannot afford them. 

Still, APCs prevent many authors from publishing in their preferred journal(s). 
They’re a barrier to participating in the scholarly conversation, and they 
compound inequities.



Detour Over!



Back to #2: Where Can Authors Usually Share?

● Institutional repositories: CUNY Academic Works, 
UC’s eScholarship, Rutgers RUcore, Harvard DASH, etc.

● Disciplinary repositories: Knowledge Commons Works, arXiv, 
bioRxiv, PubMed Central, SocArXiv, Zenodo, etc.

● Authors’ personal or institutional websites: Not the best 
choice for discoverability and long-term accessibility.

Copies of articles on these sites are often allowed & OK to use as OER!



#2: Where Can Authors Usually Not Share?

● Another person’s / institution’s website

● Academic social networks: Academia.edu, ResearchGate

● Pirate sites: Sci-Hub, etc.

● Other random websites

Copies of articles on these sites may or may not be allowed. 
Do due diligence before using in a course!



2013

2021

https://venturebeat.com/2013/12/06/academia-edu-slammed-with-takedown-notices-from-journal-publisher-elsevier/ 
https://torrentfreak.com/researchgate-removes-200000-infringing-files-after-takedown-tidal-wave-210924/ 

Unauthorized Sharing: What Happens?

https://venturebeat.com/2013/12/06/academia-edu-slammed-with-takedown-notices-from-journal-publisher-elsevier/
https://torrentfreak.com/researchgate-removes-200000-infringing-files-after-takedown-tidal-wave-210924/


Free to Read…Good to Assign?

Whether subscription-based or OA:

● There are high-quality journals. 

● There are low-quality journals. 

● There are even scam journals, so-called “predatory journals.” (Typically, they 
charge authors fees and claim to perform peer review but actually don’t).

Therefore: Evaluate any article you might assign. 
(And any article you might cite and any journal you might submit your own work to!)



Evaluating Journals: Things to Consider

Think. Check. Submit.
thinkchecksubmit.org 

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/


Finding OA



Finding OA

Rest assured, you don’t need to individually search
OA journals and OA repositories to find OA works. 

There are tools to help you find OA works, 
including authorized OA copies of paywalled articles, 

no matter where they reside.



Google Scholar’s Right Side Links

scholar.google.com 

https://scholar.google.com/


Google Scholar OA Links: Publisher Sites

OA from 
Publisher



Google Scholar OA Links: Subject Repositories

OA in 
PubMed Central



Google Scholar OA Links: Institutional Repositories

OA in CUNY’s 
repository



Google Scholar OA Links: No Luck?

No luck?



Google Scholar Library Links: Access via Library

* Also, while affiliated with CUNY, you can always request items via interlibrary loan!

With GC selected in 
Library Links settings



Overall, a Lot of Right-Side Links!



OpenAlex

openalex.org

https://openalex.org/




Unpaywall

unpaywall.org 

http://unpaywall.org/


Unpaywall: Get the Extension

unpaywall.org 

http://unpaywall.org/


Unpaywall Tab on Publisher Site

Unpaywall users’ 
success rate? 
About 52%



Unpaywall: Accepted Manuscript Found!



Unpaywall: No Luck?

1. Check availability 
in library!

2. Request via 
interlibrary loan!



Going OA



OA Consumption and Production

You’re all readers and scholars.

Choose the best publishing venue for you and your career, 
but also think about the system you’re contributing to 

and the system you want to contribute to.

Interested in making your scholarly works open access? 
Get to know CUNY Academic Works!

academicworks.cuny.edu 

https://academicworks.cuny.edu/


A Couple of Recommended Readings

Buranyi, S. (2017, June 27). Is the staggeringly profitable business of scientific 
publishing bad for science? The Guardian.

Note: Despite the word “scientific” in the title and the focus on “scientists” in this 
excerpt, this article will likely interest researchers from all disciplines. It’s also a 
really engaging read!]

Pia, A. E., et al. (2020). Labour of love: An open access manifesto for freedom, 
integrity, and creativity in the humanities and interpretive social sciences. 
Commonplace. 

https://www.theguardian.com/science/2017/jun/27/profitable-business-scientific-publishing-bad-for-science
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2017/jun/27/profitable-business-scientific-publishing-bad-for-science
https://doi.org/10.21428/6ffd8432.a7503356
https://doi.org/10.21428/6ffd8432.a7503356
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